
 

 

     
 

Nathan Dowell, 1974-2022 
 

On September 15th, 2022, San Antonian Nathan Dowell passed away at the age of 48. Nathan 

is survived by his wife of 16 years, Michelle, his three children Nicholas, Brooks, and Aurora, his 

grandchildren Emily and Elliott, his mother Kathleen Clough, his brother Mike Lewis, his sister 

Juliet O’Shoney, his father-in-law Gene Festa, and mother-in-law Janelle Festa. A private 

ceremony will be held for close family members, followed by a more public Celebration of Life, 

to be announced in the coming weeks. Please consider donating to the "Michelle Dowell and 

Family" train at MealTrain.com/trains/vldz08 to help Nathan's family as they navigate this 

difficult time. Additionally, please donate to the Nathan Dowell Memorial Fund at the Woodlawn 

Academy of the Performing Arts where proceeds will directly benefit the theater program he 

loved: https://bit.ly/NathanDowell 

 

Nathan Paul Dowell was born May 18th, 1974 in Tucson, Arizona, growing up mostly in El Paso, 

TX. In his youth, Nathan enjoyed skateboarding, Boy Scouts, high school football, and playing 

Magic the Gathering or live action role playing games like Amptgard with his friends. Throughout 

his life, Nathan never lost his love for all kinds of gaming: board games, video and computer 

games, and especially his passion as the role of “keeper” in games like HP Lovecraft’s Call of 

Cthulhu. Nathan’s passion helped build the vibrant San Antonio gaming community, especially 

with his efforts as a board member and event coordinator for San Antonio Nerd Night and also 

raising money for the Children's Miracle Network Hospitals with Extra Life’s 24 hour gaming 

marathons. Nathan helped found the San Antonio-based Skull Con gaming convention, running 

for five consecutive years. He was also a leader in the community as Scoutmaster for Nicholas’ 

Boy Scout Troop. 
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Nathan experienced a truly unique professional career: in his early 20s, he worked as a mud-

wrestling bartender, as a long-haul trucker who traveled to all 48 contiguous states, and he even 

briefly joined the US Navy until he was honorably discharged due to allergies. For 8 years, 

Nathan owned and operated the small business SA Sign Shop, creating and delivering 

commercial signage and decals to dozens of local businesses and organizations around San 

Antonio. Stemming from his decades of tinkering and building computers, Nathan developed 

into a highly adept Cloud System Administrator, working for the San Antonio-based Rackspace, 

Peer1, Peak Hosting, and finally Accenture where he maintained systems for the Internal 

Revenue Service and the US Department of Agriculture.  

 

Most importantly, Nathan was a loving husband and father and extremely hard-working family 

man who put his heart and soul into supporting the people around him. Nathan brought people 

together, he was fiercely loyal, and he wasn’t afraid of walking up to strangers at bookstores to 

invite them to a board game night. Nathan also created amazing things with his hands; from 

gaming props to fantasy art to large-scale sets for Nicholas’ or Brooks’ theater productions at 

Woodlawn Theater. He loved working with leather and wood. He enjoyed photography, 

especially taking pictures of his kids. Most of his wide range of skills were self-taught. If you 

knew Nathan, he probably made you laugh at some point. Nathan’s sense of humor and his 

contagious passion for fun and adventure will forever be in our loving memory.  

 

      
 

 
 

 


