
 
 
On Tuesday, June 21, 2022, MSgt Charles Gaylon Clatt peacefully stepped into the presence of 
the Lord, while his wife of 42 years, Rose Cabais Clatt, stood by his side.  
 
Charles was born in Abilene, TX on September 22, 1951 to parents Basil “Speedy” Clatt and 
Barbara Protho Clatt. He graduated from Monterrey High School in Lubbock, TX in 1970 and 
Texas Lutheran University in Seguin, TX in 1997 with a degree in Computer Science.    
 
On August 21, 1970, Charles enlisted in the United States Marine Corps at the age of 18. He 
spent his first several years working as a Field Radio Operator before completing Navigation 
School and becoming an Aerial Navigator. As a soft-spoken Navigator, his fellow Marines gave 
him the nickname “Say Again Top” which stayed with him the remainder of his career. He 
eventually retired in 1994, at the rank of Master Sergeant (E-8), in San Antonio, TX after 25 
years of honorable and faithful service as a United States Marine. He proudly served his country, 
domestically and abroad, earning several awards and decorations including the Navy 
Achievement Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Sea Service Deployment Ribbon, 
Southwest Asia Service Medal, Joint Meritorious Unit Award, Kuwait Liberation Medal and the 
Humanitarian Service Medal.   
 
After retiring, Charles had a meaningful encore career with H-E-B, enjoying a long tenure with 
the popular supermarket chain. He retired in 2012 as a Logistics Supervisor.  
 
In 2008, standing in his kitchen, Charles surrendered his life, received Jesus Christ by faith, and 
became a born-again believer. He was a faithful member of Harvest City Church in San Antonio, 
TX and would regularly listen to messages throughout the week. 
 



Charles was known for his gentle demeanor, courageous spirit, and signature side smile. You 
would often see him in a pair of New Balance running shoes wearing one of his many Marines t-
shirts and hats or clad in sports apparel of his favorite teams: University of Texas Football, 
Dallas Cowboys and San Antonio Spurs. He enjoyed watching movies, drinking coffee, 
attending sporting events, checking the mail, and updating the family on the weather forecast and 
allergy reports. Most of all he loved being with his family especially his grandchildren.  
 
Charles is preceded in death by his father.  
 
He is survived by his wife, Rose Cabais Clatt. His children and their families: Taren Layne 
Henriques (Husband: Andy; Children: Jaden, Jaxson); Jonathan Charles Clatt (Wife: HeraLee, 
Children: Judah, Jada); and Christopher Gaylon Clatt (Wife: Karen; Daughter: Emma). His 
mother: Barbara Clatt. His siblings: Bob Clatt (Wife: Cindy; Children: Jasmine, Tyler, Chase, 
Rachel) and Regina Staggs (Husband: David; Children: Lauren, Daniel). Also, many other 
relatives and friends who he greatly loved. 
 
Despite the many health challenges that he faced in his life, he continued to persevere, live for 
his family, and trust God for his strength and healing. His wife, Rose, along with their three 
children and their families, stand in peace knowing that Jesus took hold of Charles’ hand and 
ushered him into eternity. Today, they rejoice over his glorious and victorious homegoing. 
Charles was a devoted husband, loving father, generous grandfather, kind brother, loyal friend, 
and proud Marine. He will be greatly missed on this side of eternity. Semper Fi.    
 


