
 
 

Leonard Kirt Laepple 

August 29, 1928-April 6, 2022 

Leonard Kirt Laepple, 93, of San Antonio, TX, passed away on April 6, 2022, from 

complications of Parkinson’s disease. Len was born on August 29, 1928 in the 

Kensington neighborhood of Philadelphia, PA to August (Gus) and Lillian (Lindner) 

Laepple, both of whom preceded him in death. He is survived by his beloved wife of 65 

years, Arline (Taratuski) Laepple; daughter Denise Wilkinson (Bill) of San Antonio, TX; 

son Glen Laepple of Hatboro, PA; son Keith Laepple (David Wang) of Bellevue, WA; and 

granddaughters Pamela Horst (Chris) of Salt Lake City, UT and 

Jocelyn Wilkinson of Newton, KS. 

After graduating from Philadelphia’s Northeast High School in 

1945, Len was a mechanic in his father’s gas station in 

Kensington. From 1951-53 he served in the U.S. Army driving 

trucks in Germany, and went on to a career in automobile sales 

and fraternal insurance. He was active in the DeMolay fraternal 

youth organization and later became a member of the Frankford 

Masonic Lodge. 

Len wed his neighborhood sweetheart Arline in 1956, starting 

married life in northeast Philadelphia and later raising their 

family in Langhorne, Bucks County, PA. Nothing was more important to Len than loving 

and supporting his wife and children, through which he honored his faith in God. 

Memories abound of family gatherings, Jersey shore days, road trips, canoeing, pool 

time, pets, and the everyday stuff of family life. Len participated in all his family’s 

church and school communities, attending every concert, game, ceremony, youth group 



activity, fundraiser, and more. Len often volunteered at those, and also served as a 

Meals on Wheels driver, usher at St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church in Feasterville, PA, and 

alongside Arline as neighborhood Cellular on Patrol (COP) in San Antonio, TX. He 

enjoyed the Big Band music of his era, and loved attending music and theatre activities 

of his children and grandchildren. 

In 1994, Len and Arline moved to San Antonio to be close to their grandchildren and 

enjoy Texas’s sunny weather and beaches. Len took pride in helping customers in his 

part-time hardware store job, and made the most of his retirement years with Arline 

through line dancing, church and community events, RV trips, travels with family and 

friends, and helping with his granddaughters. Len is remembered by neighbors as 

taking pleasure in walking their beloved dogs, while always stopping to chat. 

A memorial service and interment of ashes will be held on Saturday, May 14, 2022 at 

10:00 a.m. at Zion Lutheran Church, 9944 Leslie Rd, San Antonio, TX. A reception will 

follow at the church, where Len was a respected congregation member since 1994. Since 

Len was so fond of animals, the family suggests donations to an animal organization of 

the donor’s choice in lieu of flowers. 

 

 

 


