
Joe Walton Tyrone Burrage Sr. 
October 9th, 1938 – January 18th, 2022 

Joe Walton Tyrone Burrage Sr. entered into eternal rest on January 18th, 2022 in his home 
surrounded by family. He was a loving husband, father, grandfather and uncle. Joe was 
born on October 9th, 1938 in Waco, Texas to James Walton and Madge Leland Burrage (née 
Watkins).   

In life, Joe was truly able to witness history firsthand.  He 
joined the Navy in 1955, just 2 months after his 
seventeenth birthday. After basic training in the Naval 
Training Center in San Diego, CA, Joe was initially 
qualified on diesel radar picket/attack submarines and 
later attached to a number of nuclear-powered attack 
submarines.  He was selected in deep submergence and 
appointed as “Chief of the Boat” on the Trieste II (DSV-1). 
This was part of the historic investigation of the USS 
Scorpion (SSN 589) wreckage in 1969.  He met the love 
of his life, Linda, in 1971 and it was love at first sight. 
They were married less than 7 months later on July 8th, 
1972. He retired from the Navy as a Senior Chief (SCPO) 
in 1974. After the Navy, Joe worked for Gilbert X-Ray 
Company of Texas for over 26 years.  

Joe and Linda raised their 
6 boys in Houston and 
later Tyler Texas before 
settling in San Antonio in 
1983. In their nearly 50-
year marriage, they loved 
traveling, spending time 
with family, and spoiling 
their “grandbabies”. Joe 
was a devoted family 
man, proud American 
and truly loved by all. 

Throughout Joe’s life, he 
had many personal and 
professional 
accomplishments. Aside

from his family, his time in the Navy and service to his country rank highest on what he was 
most proud of. Joe made it his life’s work to pass on the stories of his Navy career to his 
sons and grandchildren as they always listened in awe. Even in the days before his passing, 
Joe could vividly remember the countless deployments and his time on numerous 
destroyers and submarines. 



Joe was preceded in death by his parents, James Walton and Madge Leland Burrage (née 
Watkins) and sister, Mary Jane Morris. Left to cherish his memory are his loving wife, 
Linda Burrage (née Maldonado) and children James, Joe (Roxanne), Jay, Justin, Michael 
(Amee) and Mark (Jennifer). He was blessed with 14 grandchildren and 3 great-
grandchildren.  

Interment will be at Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery in a private family service. 


