
 
James Frank Matthews III 

June 9, 1945 to July 19, 2022 
 

James “J.F.” Frank Matthews III passed peacefully into the arms of our Lord on Tuesday, July 19 with his beloved wife by his side. 
 
J.F. is survived by his wife, Laura, of 36 years, his loving sister, Linda Spear (Steve) and his daughter, Stephanie and grandson, Austin. 
 
J.F. enjoyed life to the fullest by spending all his free time with his wife, Laura, and they were rarely apart. They enjoyed bicycling, 
kayaking, hiking, and RVing together. James remained very active until he suffered a serious bicycling accident in the Fall of 2020.  
After he recovered, he was still able to hike and bike a little and was able to return to work at Lowe’s where he was employed for 20 
years. In 2021, he learned he was suffering from brain and eye cancer. He never gave up fighting to recover hoping he and Laura 
could return to their active lifestyle. He spent his last days at Vitas Inpatient Hospice and we are forever grateful for their care and 
compassion.  
 
J.F. was a long-time member of the Friends of McAllister Park, the Government Canyon State Natural Area Trail Patrol, the San 
Antonio Wheelmen, San Antonio Bicycle Racing Club, STORM, and 700C Cycle Riders.  
 
J.F. met Laura in 1982 at McAllister Park while participating in a bicycle ride hosted by the San Antonio Wheelmen. McAllister Park 
has been a major part of J.F.’s life for many years. He spent countless hours bicycling in the park, taking wildlife photos, and 
maintaining the natural areas. His favorite area for photography was at the Big Tree by the wildlife water trough. To honor J.F.’s 
legacy, a fund has been set up to raise donations towards the renovation of the Big Tree area in McAllister Park. In lieu of flowers, 
please consider donating to his memorial fund. Information regarding his memorial can be found on GoFundMe, 
https://gofund.me/ff0b3f87 (Memorial for J.F. Matthews – McAllister Park).   
 
J.F. served in the United States Marines during the Vietnam war and will be interred with Military Honors at Fort Sam Houston 
National Cemetery (1520 Harry Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78209) on August 10, 2022, at 10:15 a.m. Immediately following the 
ceremony, please plan to join the family for a Celebration of Life to be held at one of J.F.’s favorite restaurants. Information will be 
available at the service. 
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