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With heavy hearts, the Nelson family announces the peaceful passing of James Charles Nelson on June 
22, 2022. Known within much of his extended family as Charles, most of his friends and associates called 
him Jim. He was a devoted husband, father, grandfather and a friend to all who knew him. 
 
Jim was born in November, 1940 in Lawrenceburg, Tennessee and grew up in the area, graduating from 
Lawrence County High School in 1958. He joined the U.S. Air Force in 1960 and served primarily in Air 
Police at Sewart Air Force Base in Smyrna, Tennessee. He was an expert marksman, and was particularly 
proud of his assigned German Shepherd, “Duke.” His service included deployments to India and the 
Dominican Republic. During this period, he married his first wife, Rachel and his son Tim was born. 
 
After honorable discharge from the USAF in 1964, the family soon found themselves moving to the West 
Coast, where Jim worked in the forests of Western Oregon as a lumberjack. On the side, his artistic 
talents soon became noticed and he was offered a graphic artist position at the commercial airplane 
division of The Boeing Company in Renton, Washington. In 1967, with the NASA Apollo program in high 
gear, he accepted a new role at Boeing’s new facility in Clear Lake City, Texas. He developed graphics for 
a multitude of proposals, technical reports, presentations, and manuals and was recognized in Boeing’s 
Apollo / Saturn V Roll of Honor. These years were challenging and extremely busy, but he had time for 
outside pursuits and particularly enjoyed entertaining work colleagues – his appearances as Elvis and 
fronting a band called “Ricky Tick and the Tick-Tocks” were a smash hit at Boeing-Houston. 
 



After divorce in the mid-1970s, Jim was fortunate to meet his future wife of 41 years, Clara and her sons 
James, Jason, and Rod. Looking for a change of scenery in the early 1980s, the family transferred to 
Wichita, Kansas. Jim worked multiple positions at the Boeing facility there before retiring from the 
company in 1993. His subsequent career took him to Austin and San Antonio, Texas with a brief stint in 
Nashville, Tennessee. Working most of that time as a manager for Dell Financial Services, Jim retired 
from the corporate world for good in 2007 and settled with Clara in San Antonio. 
 
Jim had many passions. His lifelong skill as a gifted artist translated into a love of oil painting, which he 
sold to eager patrons at local art fairs. He loved old western movies (especially Roy Rogers), fishing, and 
was known to enjoy a pro wrestling match from time to time. He was devoted to the Tennessee Titans, 
dating back to their origins as the Houston Oilers. The San Antonio Spurs made him a basketball fan.  He 
particularly loved and took great pride in his seven grandchildren. 
 
Jim was preceded in death by his parents Woodrow and Viola, and sister Avagene. He is survived by his 
wife Clara, sons Tim (& wife Debbie), James (& wife Amy), Jason, and Rod (& wife Jackie); grandchildren 
Roman, Sean, Zac, Lisa, Olivia, River, and Skyler; great-grandchildren Londyn, Giovanni, and Gionni. 
 
A Celebration of Life for Jim will be held at a later date.  
 
Contributions in Jim’s memory may be sent to St. Jude Children’s Hospital, in Memphis, Tennessee. 


