
 
  

Donna Lynn Seate Salm  
03/01/1947 – 05/19/2022  

  
Donna Lynn Seate Salm was born in Dallas, TX on March 1st, 1947. She lived most of her adult 
life in San Antonio and passed away peacefully on May 19th, 2022 surrounded by her loving 
family.   
  
She is survived by her husband Lawrence "Larry" Salm, as well as her four children: Carol 
Bradford (husband Tres), Scott McCown, Sam McCown and Jennifer Caruso (husband Bennie). 
Donna was blessed with 16 grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren. She was a devoted wife, 
wonderful mother and beloved "Nana".   
  
Donna grew up in Ft. Worth, TX with her loving parents, Aubrey and Peggy Seate. She shared 
treasured memories with the neighborhood kids she grew up with and loved to roller skate & 
ride her bike. She was very active in Girl Scouts and the youth group at her church, Polytechnic 
Methodist Church. During her childhood, she took dance lessons, piano lessons and was a 
member of her school & church choirs. She graduated from Polytechnic High School in Ft. 
Worth in 1965 and made many friends there that she stayed in contact with over the years.  
  
When Donna was 16, she auditioned for a school play and happened to meet a handsome 
young man named Robert "Bobby" McCown that had just moved to town. The two of them 
quickly fell in love and were married in 1964. Together, they had 4 children that they loved 
dearly and the family settled in San Antonio, Texas. They remained married until 1991.  



  
Donna worked at Trinity University in the Career Counseling office from 1974 until 2002 when 
she retired. She loved her job and was fantastic at it. Donna and her daughter, Jennifer, became 
members of the St. Matthews United Methodist Church in 1986.  
  
Donna met Larry Salm while they were both singing tenor in the church choir in 1992. They fell 
in love and were married in December 1993 at St. Matthews. Larry may not have realized what 
he was signing up for when he married into such a big family, as he immediately gained four 
new children and many grandchildren. Donna and Larry took many special trips together 
including vacations to San Francisco, high school reunions in Ft. Worth and a cruise to the 
Caribbean. Some of their favorite memories together include trips to HEB camp in Leakey, Texas 
and fun family game nights.  
  
More than anything, Donna loved and treasured her children and grandchildren. She took every 
opportunity to be with them and these were the moments she was the happiest. Her four 
children, Carol, Scott, Sam and Jennifer were everything to her. Many of her children's close 
friends felt like Donna was their mom too, usually calling her mom as well and showering her 
with hugs and affection.  
  
Once you married into this family, Donna immediately became your mom or grandma also. She 
was blessed to have two son-in-laws that she treasured: Bennie and Tres. She was also very 
close to three of her grandson-in-laws: Jon, Enrique and Ryan. One of her favorite things to do 
was gather with her family, share a meal and play a board game. She especially loved Bennie's 
cooking and always looked forward to spending holidays with the family.  
Donna had 16 grandchildren that she adored and loved to give presents to whenever she had 
the chance.  
From daughter Carol: Donna, Bucky & Alexander.  
From Son Scott: Elaine, Stephen, Meagan, Melissa & Laura. From 
Son Sam: Nigel, Peyton & Taylor.  
From Daughter Jennifer: Zane, Alyssa, Caleb, Jacob & Luke.  
  
Her legacy doesn't stop there. There are already 10 great-grandchildren and another one is on 
the way: Baby Amelia is due in October.  
  
Donna loved going to karaoke with her family and went three times in the past two months, 
including just a few weeks ago on Mother's Day. Together we sang "Uptown Funk", "Love 
Shack" and "We Don't Talk About Bruno", which was from a movie called "Encanto" that 
brought her a lot of joy in her final months. She loved to cheer on her kids as they performed 
and to sing along with everyone. Music held a very special place in Donna's life. Some of her 
favorite artists included The Beatles, Creedence Clearwater Revival, Ed Sheeran and Willie 
Nelson.  



  
Donna loved watching movies and television shows, especially comedies and musicals. Some of 
her favorites included the original "West Side Story", "Doctor Who", "The Big Bang Theory", 
"Downton Abby" and "America's Funniest Home Videos". She liked to talk about television & 
movies with her family and collected memorabilia related to her favorite characters. She 
especially loved family outings to the movie theater and liked to gather a big group to head to 
the movies together.  
  
Family game night was always a favorite pastime for Donna. And you knew if you got her on 
your team for Trivial Pursuit, you were guaranteed a win. Growing up, she loved to play games 
with her parents and friends including Rummikub, Dominos, Phase 10 and many others.  
  
Donna was an avid reader and passed her love for reading down to her children. She also loved 
plants & had a green thumb. She always had many plants at her home and enjoyed going to 
places like the San Antonio Botanical Gardens to look at the beautiful flowers.  
  
One of her favorite things to do was go shopping and look for treasures at places like Thrift 
Town and Clothes Mentor. She loved to find cute clothes, purses and jewelry not only for 
herself, but also to gift to her daughters and granddaughters.  
  
She always had an incredible love for animals and had many treasured pets over the years. 
Some of her beloved cats included Priscilla, Sam, Jean Luc, Bacardi and her beloved Romeo. She 
also had many dogs she loved including Cocoa, Texas, Rocky and her sweet Jack, who was her 
constant companion until very recently. Donna frequently donated to non-profit organizations 
that helped rescue animals and got several of her pets from the nearby Animal Defense League.    
  
  
Finally, a few wise words shared directly by Donna/Mom/Nana to us:  
  
~ Do what you love  
~ Be kind & empathetic to others ~ 
Make a bucket list & DO IT!  
~ Love God and share your faith  
~ Be honest, trustworthy & compassionate  
~ Love your family & nurture the children in your life  
   
  
*In lieu of flowers, please consider making a donation in Donna's name to the Animal Defense 
League at the link below:  
  
https://adltexas.org/donation/



 
  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 


