
   
 

Danielle (Kolodzie) Daniels 

March 3, 1943 – January 14, 2022 

 
Danielle was born in San Antonio, Texas on March 3, 1943, to Lena and Nick 

Kolodzie.  

 

A graduate of Providence High School, her early career included the Southwestern 

Bell, USAA and branched into church secretary at St. John the Evangelist, Holy 

Spirit and St. Matthew’s where Danielle loved the chance to work with her sister 

Margaret. She valued her time spent as a substitute teacher in the Catholic School 

system, and teaching Catechism. She expanded to legal administrative support 

where she truly shined. Her nicknames included Dee, D.D., and Donell. A law firm 

partner expressed concerned about confusing her with another “Dee” in the office 

and without hesitation she quipped, “It’s okay, you can just call me Gorgeous!” 

Danielle later began her own home business, Telescribe, providing legal and 

medical transcription from home, for attorneys, physicians, and private 

investigators.  

 

On February 23, 1974, Danielle married Leroy Daniels. Theirs was a treasured 

love story, and Leroy soon after legally adopted her three children, David, Greg, 

and Margaret. They enjoyed annual trips to the Texas coast, and Danielle loved 

telling stories of family time at their ranch in Bebe,TX, handling cattle & hunting, 

where Leroy quickly learned his wife was a deadeye. She helped teach the kids 

how to shoot BB guns at cans on a fence post and laughed watching her kids at 

ages 6-9 learn to drive an old Willy’s jeep.  

 



Danielle’s competitive spirit crossed into most areas of her life. No one could beat 

her in the entertainment category of Trivial Pursuit...no one. Question her 

accuracy, only to be proven wrong. Motivated by levels of difficulty, her 

celebrated victories included the NY Times crossword puzzles. She taught her kids 

the correct volume to yell YAHTZEE when you win - which she did often. She 

taught her grandkids how to gamble pennies throwing dice and each grandchild 

had their own Ziploc baggie of winnings. Danielle played softball and volleyball in 

her youth and enjoyed volleyball into her adult years. She was proud of her 

children who each excelled in athletics and loved travelling to various cities to see 

family play softball and volleyball games, carrying on the athletic legacy.  

 

Proud of her Polish heritage, she spent many hours researching ancestry and 

creating the family tree, and later made a photo story book she gifted to all her 

siblings. She shared that some favorite times included trips with her sisters, and 

those open-door holiday family gatherings surrounded by great food, dominos, 

games, and great laughter. She knew how to make childhood holidays magical and 

made all holidays meaningful, passing down stories of her life. Our entire family 

has benefitted from her annual update to the family address list.  

 

Danielle brought energy and fun to family and friends through her love of music. 

Music of the 60’s from The Beatles, Elvis, Buddy Holly, Patsy Cline and Neil 

Diamond among favorites, and she was always singing and dancing. An avid 

reader who loved the arts, movies, and entertainment, she never missed the 

opportunity to see Pride & Prejudice, or any movie on TCM channel.  

Her love shined through her delicious cooking, the coveted chicken and dumplings, 

cornbread stuffing, beef stew, porkchops, copper pennies, and the most requested 

was her apple cake.  

 

Danielle cherished the time spent taking care of her first grandchild Claire in her 

first 18 months, and highly valued artwork which her five grandkids made on her 

computer. She adored her many nieces and nephews, and fondly recalled telling 

scary stories while babysitting. Danielle was amazed by her daughter-in-law 

Ginny’s angelic, powerful voice and her son-in-law Billy’s sense of humor and 

political acumen. She expressed how blessed she was to have such good friends 

and caring neighbors.  

 

Danielle was intelligent, beautiful, talented, witty, charming, deeply funny and 

could brighten any room with her amazing smile and gregarious laugh. Her spirit 

was high, her will everlasting, her faith unending, and her strength steel. There is 

no doubt Danielle will be singing and dancing her way to heaven, while 

encouraging each of us to do the same. 



We are certain you have your own stories of Danielle and invite you to share them 

in all the days ahead.  

 

She was preceded in death by her parents Lena and Nick Kolodzie; beloved 

husband Leroy J. Daniels; brothers Lawrence (“Cotton”), Stanley, Nicky, and 

Ronald Kolodzie; and sister Margaret DeMunbrun; brothers-in-law Bill Greiner, 

Bobby Dolch, Buddy DeMunbrun; nephews Frank Greiner and Ricky DeMunbrun. 

Danielle is survived by children David Daniels, Greg Daniels (Ginny), and 

Margaret Peche (Billy); grandchildren Claire, Waylon and Lauren Daniels, and 

Jack and Vincent Peche; sisters Dolores Greiner, Lydia Dolch and Janice 

Kolodzie, and sisters-in-law Lucy Kolodzie and Pat Kolodzie, and numerous 

nieces and nephews.    



 

  
    



 
  


