
Charles Stanley Smith Jr. was born on March 23, 1932, in Portsmouth, Ohio to Charles Stanley 
Smith Sr. and Estella Smith.  He attended elementary and secondary schools in Portsmouth, Ohio. 
Being very bright and articulate, he was known to have started reading fluently when he was four 
years old.  He was affectionately known and addressed as “Chuck” by family and friends.  

Chuck was inducted into the Baseball Hall Of Fame at Portsmouth High School. Chuck joined the 
United States Air Force on June 29, 1950, receiving a General Discharge Under Honorable 
Conditions on September 26, 1954.  His specialty was in the preparation and delivery of food in the 
Mess Hall.  

Chuck, also played sports during his deployment in the US Air Force and later continued his love of 
sports, devotedly enjoying and following his favorite teams.  

Chuck played college basketball for St. Philips Community College in San Antonio, Texas in 1955.  

Chuck loved people. He had an outstanding warm and pleasant personality which enabled him to 
never meet a stranger.  

Chuck’s employment history includes Management of Church’s Fried Chicken in numerous locations 
throughout the country, officially opening new stores, etc. and Management of Hyatt Regency 
Hotel in Cincinnati, Ohio.  

Chuck was an active Board Member of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP) in Cincinnati, Ohio. A highlight of his numerous civic activities included working 
with Mrs. Coretta Scott King in supporting the Civil Rights Movement for the construction of the 
Martin Luther King Monument in Atlanta, Georgia.  

Chuck loved his country, America, and was active in supporting political candidates who were 
inspired to work for equal rights and fairness for others.  

Chuck was also a dedicated member of the American Legion.  

Chuck deservedly received numerous letters of commendations from many who were recipients of 
his many services to others. 

Chuck was an active member of the Westover Hills Church since 2006 until his health began to fail. 
He loved singing in church and truly loved worshipping with his Christian sisters and brothers. 

Most of all, Chuck loved Jesus Christ and each member of his family. He faithfully trusted God, in 
the name of Jesus, to protect his family, children, friends, and those in need. He was an extremely 
caring person and reached out to the poor and needy. 

He is survived by his beloved wife, Rosetta Smith, Sons: Charles Anthony Smith, Kevin Smith, 
Michael Smith, Mario Smith (Yvette) Daughters: Lela Butler (Penuel), Kim Smith, Sharon Jett 
(Kendall), Phoenix Jennifer Smith, Jessica Butts (Andrew) and 17 Grandchildren, 7 great 
grandchildren, and a host of relatives and friends. 

 


