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Arthur Francis Muller, whom most knew as “Art,” was born on March 13, 1931, 
in Topeka, Kansas, to Victor Peter Muller and Lydia Lucinda Muller, née 
Cunningham. He spent his childhood on the family farm just north of Soldier 
Creek, the middle child of five. Later, he attended Hayden High School, where he 
met his future wife, Marcella Louise Pokorny, though they wouldn’t date for 
several more years. While at Hayden, he played saxophone and clarinet in the 
band and was on the football team. After graduation, he worked for the Atchison, 
Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company as a telegrapher. Then he was drafted 
into the army and served honorably from 1952 to 1954. Through the GI bill, he 
went on to obtain a B.A. in mathematics from St. Benedict’s College and an M.S. in mathematics and 
statistics from Kansas State University, after which he found employment at Boeing in Wichita. 
 

He married Marcella on June 24, 1961, and they moved to 
Dayton, Ohio, when he took a job at Technology 
Incorporated. They welcomed their first child in 1962 and 
a second in 1963. 
 
Art moved the family to San Antonio, Texas, when 
Technology Incorporated opened an office there. He then 
joined Southwest Research Institute as a research analyst. 
In the meantime, three more children joined the family. He 
retired from SwRI in 1992 after 25 years. 
 
He spent his life 
as a faithful 
Roman Catholic 
and member of 
the Knights of 
Columbus. This, 
along with the 

importance of a good education, defined many of his choices. 
Through frugality and wise investments, he sent all five 
children to college, telling them that the grade didn’t matter if 
they did the best they could, and that the most important 
lesson from school was to learn how to learn. 
 
What most people will remember best about him, though, is 
his dry sense of humor. People who only met him once would 
often remark afterward that he was a very funny man. His wit 
will be greatly missed. 



 
Art is predeceased by his parents, his brother Thomas Victor, and his sisters Muriel Marie and Joan. He 
is survived by his sister Mary Anne Blossom, his wife, Marcella, and his children Mark Victor (spouse: 
Victoria), Michael Anthony (spouse: Linda), Daniel Vincent, Paula Marie Opiela (spouse: John Robert), 
and Barbara Ellen Muller Bowen (spouse: Emil). He is also 
survived by grandchildren Kristen, Nicholas, Rachel, Monica 
(Sr. Maria Benedicta of the Holy Spirit), Christina, Angela, 
Rebecca, Victoria, Theresa, Joseph, and Anthony. 
 
A funeral Mass will be offered on February 9 at 10:30 a.m. at 
St. Anthony de Padua Catholic Church in San Antonio. A 
Commitment Shelter Ceremony will be held at Fort Sam 
Houston National Cemetery at a later date. In lieu of flowers, 
please make a donation to your favorite charity. 


