
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Karen Burgener 

July 6, 1935 – August 24, 2022 

Karen Burgener was born Crystal Carolyn Hinkle on July 6, 1935, in Oilton, Oklahoma, to Ray and Anna (Owensby) 

Hinkle. She spent her early years living in a dirt-floor house with her parents and younger sister Gwen (Hinkle) 

Hilleman. They eventually settled in Tulsa, Oklahoma, where she met her future husband, Paul Burgener, just before 

graduating high school. They married in 1954, and Paul left immediately to serve in the Korean War. After his service, 

they moved to St. Louis where they lived for over 20 years. Paul’s job took them briefly to Lafayette, Louisiana, and 

finally to San Antonio, Texas. Although she would go on to live in D.C. and Denver for a few years after her husband 

died, Karen was grateful to return to the heat of San Antonio and spent a total of 33 years as a Texan. 

Karen taught in a Catholic school and worked as a keypunch operator for Brown Shoe 

Company. She also was a talented artist. She did not want a career, though, and said 

many times that all she ever wanted in life was to be a mother. Karen was blessed 

with four children from 1962 to 1968, and she loved them desperately until her last 

breath, of which all four (and other loved ones) were present to witness.  

Karen also loved God. She grew up in Protestant 

churches but found Catholicism and Judaism through 

friends in St. Louis. She joined the Catholic Church before 

her children were born and had all of them baptized. 

Karen later practiced Judaism for many years, being very 

active in the choir and visiting the Holy Land. Suddenly in late 2010, she sensed a strong 

calling, returned to the Church, and forever after drew deep comfort and joy from 

participating in the Holy Mass. In her last weeks, Karen recited bits of the Rosary with 

family and requested they play hymns and Bible stories for her to hear. She stated many 

times that she was ready to be with Jesus. She finally let go of this world when she was 

told it was her baby grandson’s (George’s) birthday and she could hold him in Heaven. 

Karen is preceded in death by her parents, sister, husband, six grandchildren, and three 

great-grandchildren. She is survived by her children Eric (Barbara) Burgener, Kathy (Mark)   

Monday, September 12 

Private family viewing at Funeral Caring 

17331 I35 N #100 Schertz, TX 78154 

Flowers and cards may be delivered here Monday. 

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to 

Cure Alzheimer’s Fund (https://curealz.org/). 

Stewart, Beth (Thom) Woodard, and Sandra (Howard) Motch; grandchildren Gina, Ashley, Linsey, Sarah, Ryan, 

Matthew, Ian, Ainsley, Gabi, Isa, Jennifer, and Zachary; great-grandchildren Jordan, Katie, Allie, Lana, one on the 

way, Aaliyah, and Marley; and great-great grandchildren Maci, Gabriel, Maggie, Ezekiel, and one on the way.  

Tuesday, September 13 

OLPH Catholic Church  

16075 N Evans Road, Selma, TX  78154  

   10:00 a.m. Public Visitation    

   10:30 a.m. Rosary 

   11:00 a.m. Funeral Mass 

Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery  

     1:00 p.m. Commitment Shelter Ceremony 

Schedule of Services 

https://curealz.org/

