Bill Kenney
November 25, 1947 to October 1, 2021

Mervin W. Kenney, Jr., “Bill,” of San Antonio, TX passed away peacefully at
home, surrounded by family, at age 73 on October 1, 2021.
Born on November 25, 1947, in Washington, DC, Bill was the son of the late
Mervin and Dorothy Kenney. He grew up in Maryland, but moved to Texas as an
adult and that became home. Bill was preceded in death by his sister Carol Parrish
and her husband Will, two nephews Bobby and Kenny (sons of Carol), and several
cousins.
Bill served in the U.S. army from 1975 to 1984, during which time he
earned a Licensed Vocational Nurse degree and worked as a nurse in both the
emergency room and orthopedic unit. After bedside nursing, he became an
instructor of combat medicine to Special Forces medics and helped manage the
medic education program at Fort Sam Houston. Bill loved his teaching career and
continued in this role as a civilian employee until retiring in 1995.
Bill had two children, Amanda and William, whom he loved deeply.
Horseback riding, camping, and hunting trips with friends were fun family
adventures and a big part of Bill’s life. He especially valued fishing and hunting
with his son William. Bill also helped coach William’s Little League baseball team,
and attending William’s games was a regular family activity. Special father-

daughter memories include moonlit horseback rides with friends from the barn,
teaching Amanda chords on the guitar, and Bill’s many thoughtful and supportive
gestures. Bill and his kids also enjoyed trips to the flea market and thrift stores,
swimming, eating at favorite restaurants, and watching movies. Amanda and
William will always love their dad and cherish the fond memories of their time
together.

As a young man and adult Bill was very active and loved horseback riding,
hunting, playing tennis, and even Kung Fu in his early years. He sang and played
the guitar beautifully and could draw a crowd with his charming voice and large
repertoire of old country songs. Bill also enjoyed watching his favorite TV shows,
reading books, and spending time with his kids.
Bill loved animals and had many beloved pets
over the years, including horses, dogs, and cats.
He was especially fond of Golden Retrievers and
had two sweet Goldens during his life named
Honey Comb and Kojack.
Family was important to Bill and he
cherished his close relationships with his kids,
parents, sisters, and extended family members.
He was affectionately known as “Billy” by his
parents and sisters. Bill and his ex-wife Tina had
their two kids Amanda and William and were
married for 15 years; they remained devoted to
each other as close friends and family for the

remainder of his life. Bill always remembered family birthdays and frequently sent
birthday and holiday cards and called family members to keep in touch. He also
maintained many close friendships throughout his life. Bill was happy to hear
about others’ good fortune and frequently asked how others were doing.

Bill is survived by his two loving children, Amanda Kenney of Washington,
DC and William Kenney of San Antonio, TX; his loving sister Susan Matheson and
her husband Jim of Walkersville, MD; his ex-wife and best friend Tina Kenney and
her husband Rick Nichols of San Antonio, TX; granddaughter Izabella Kenney
(daughter of William); nieces Kristine and Karen and nephews David and Jimmy;
and five cousins. He also leaves behind good friends Jim Parker and partner

Jennifer Dunkin, Peter Cates, Anna Cates, and Cindy Peters. All will remember Bill
fondly as an important part of their lives.
Bill’s ashes will be laid to rest with Military Honors at Fort Sam Houston
National Cemetery, located at 1520 Harry Wurzbach Rd. (Shelter 5), in San
Antonio, TX, on Friday, November 12, 2021, from 10:45 to 11:15 AM. A
celebration of his life will follow immediately after, ending at ~3:00 pm, at Pletz
Park, located at 3831 Belgium Lane, in San Antonio, TX. In lieu of flowers,
donations may be made in Bill’s name to the American Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals (https://www.aspca.org), Gold Ribbon Rescue
(https://www.grr-tx.com), Paralyzed Veterans of America (https://pva.org), or the
charity of your choice.
The family would like to extend their gratitude to Bill’s amazing hospice
nurse Susan; the nurses and staff at Blue Skies Hospice; Bill’s caregivers Madison,
Roxy, Jesse, and Isabella; and the caregivers and staff of Promise Senior Solutions,
especially Charity, for their compassion and care during Bill’s final months.

